REPORT OF MEETING ON 
BOYCOTT, DIVESTMENT & SANCTIONS: ISRAEL/PALESTINE

Hertford Meeting House, May 7th 2013

NB: the "Buy no evil" app may not be available, but there is a generic "Boycott" app
Further to minute 13.42(a), thirteen Friends met at Hertford Meeting House to consider what further action might be taken in relation to the illegal Israeli settlements built on Palestinian land.
Teresa Parker (QPSW Middle East Programme Manager and member of Hertford LM) reminded us of the background to the present conflict. The settlements, road system, infrastructure and security zones take up 38% of the West Bank and split the territories into small enclaves. Travel for Palestinians across the West Bank is controlled by over 500 obstacles such as checkpoints and road blocks along with a permit system. Israel has implemented these measures in large part to protect the settlements. 

The settlements prevent the normal running of Palestinian society and hamper its economy and as such it could not function as a state. It is necessary for the state to be functioning in order for the two state solution, the current peace plan, to be viable. 

Settlements continue to expand and create further problems such as Palestinian homes being demolished, olive trees being destroyed, water resources being diverted to settlements and the Israeli government increasing the military presence around the settlements.

The questions under consideration were:

· Should we continue the boycott of settlement goods endorsed by Meeting for Sufferings in 2011?

· Should the boycott be extended to all Israeli produced goods?
· What further action might we take in relation to the illegal settlements?
It is helpful to separate actions we can take as individuals and actions we might ask QPSW to consider undertaking on behalf of Quakers as a whole.

Individual actions
· It was clear that Friends support the continuation of the boycott of settlement goods. However vagueness of labelling leads some Friends to refuse to buy any goods labelled as coming from Israel as it is impossible to know whether or not they have come from the settlements. Therefore we still need to press for accurate labelling.
An app has been produced called ‘Buy no evil’ which could be useful
update: the "Buy no evil" app may not be available, there is a generic "Boycott" app
· Continue to ask questions at local supermarkets and meet with managers

· Write to local Trading Standards Officers about particular examples of unclear labelling using template letters currently being produced by EAPPI/QPSW

· Take responsibility for keeping up to date with events in Israel/Palestine and ensure that all local meetings have access to information.
· Take responsibility for sharing information with others who may not be fully aware of the seriousness of the situation.
Collective action

· Ask Meeting for Sufferings to issue clear guidelines to local meetings on what action they should be taking
· Affirm the suggestion to work with the Trading Standards Office

· Affirm the decision to further develop work with the government.
· Encourage QPSW to further implement some of the suggestions in ‘Trading Away Peace’ e.g. work with tour operators who arrange church visits to the Holy Land
· Ask QPSW to consider the option of setting up direct links between Quakers and settlers or the Israeli public as there may well be Quakers who have the necessary skills and the will to undertake this difficult work. 

Friends attending the meeting emphasised the need for urgency as the settlements continue to grow and the suffering of the Palestinian people in the area increases as a consequence. We ask that Area Meeting consider this report carefully and send a minute to Meeting for Sufferings who will be returning to the topic in October 2013.
Katey Earle & Teresa Parker
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